
 

Escape from Baxter’s Barn by Rebecca Bond 

When Burdock the barn cat sneaks into the Baxters' farmhouse kitchen to 

hide behind a warm stove, he overhears a sinister plot that endangers all the 

animals on the farm. It's up to him and his cacophonous cohorts to figure 

out how to bust out of the barn before it's too late. 

 

 

 

Full Cicada Moon by: Marilyn Hilton 

It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the 

moon. But for half-black, half-Japanese Mimi, moving to a 

predominantly white Vermont town is enough to make her feel alien. 

Suddenly, Mimi's appearance is all anyone notices. She struggles to 

fit in with her classmates, even as she fights for her right to stand out 

by entering science competitions and joining Shop Class instead of 

Home Ec. And even though teachers and neighbors balk at her 

mixed-race family and her refusals to conform, Mimi's dreams of 

becoming an astronaut never fade--no matter how many times she's 

told no.  

 

Fuzzy Mud by: Louis Sachar 

Fifth grader Tamaya Dhilwaddi and seventh grader Marshall Walsh have 

been walking to and from Woodridge Academy together since elementary 

school. But their routine is disrupted when bully Chad Hilligas challenges 

Marshall to a fight. To avoid the conflict, Marshall takes a shortcut home 

through the off-limits woods. Tamaya, unaware of the reason for the 

detour, reluctantly follows. They soon get lost. And then they find trouble. 

Bigger trouble than anyone could ever have imagined. 

 

Game Changer: John McLendon and the Secret Game by: John Coy 

When they piled into cars and drove through Durham, North 

Carolina, the members of the Duke University Medical School 

basketball team only knew that they were going somewhere to 

play basketball. They didn't know whom they would play against. 

But when they came face to face with their opponents, they 

quickly realized this secret game was going to make history.  
 

Handful of Stars by: Cynthia Lord 

When her blind dog slips his collar, twelve-year old Lily meets Salma 

Santiago, a young Hispanic girl whose migrant family are in Maine for the 

blueberry-picking season, and, based partly on their mutual love of dogs, the 

two forge a friendship while painting bee boxes for Lily's grandfather--but as 

the Blueberry Queen pageant approaches Lily and Selma are confronted with 

some of the hard truths of prejudice and migrant life. 

 
 I, Fly: The Buzz About Flies and How Awesome They Are by: Bridget Heos 

Fly is fed up with everyone studying butterflies. Flies are so much cooler! 

They flap their wings 200 times a second, compared to a butterfly's measly 

five to twelve times. Their babies—maggots—are much cuter than 

caterpillars (obviously). And when they eat solid food, they even throw up 

on it to turn it into a liquid. Who wouldn't want to study an insect like that? 

  

 

The Last Kids on Earth by: Max Brallier 

Ever since the monster apocalypse hit town, average thirteen year old Jack 

Sullivan has been living in his tree house, which he's armed to the teeth with 

catapults and a moat, not to mention video games and an endless supply of 

Oreos and Mountain Dew scavenged from abandoned stores. But Jack alone 

is no match for the hordes of Zombies and Winged Wretches and Vine 

Thingies, and especially not for the eerily intelligent monster known only as 

Blarg. So Jack builds a team: his dorky best friend, Qu∫ the reformed middle 

school bully, Dirk; Jack's loyal pet monster, Rover; and Jack's crush, June. 

With their help, Jack is going to slay Blarg, achieve the ultimate Feat of 

Apocalyptic Success, and be average no longer! Can he do it?  

 

Moving Target by: Christina Diaz Gonzalez 

Cassie Arroyo, an American studying in Rome, has her world ripped apart when 

someone tries to kill her father, an art history professor at an Italian university. Is 

she their next target? Cassie sets out to uncover what is happening, only to learn 

that she is a member of an ancient bloodline that enables her to use the Spear of 

Destiny - a legendary object that can alter the future. Now running from a secret 

organization intent on killing those from her bloodline, Cassie must - with the 

help of some friends - decipher the clues that will lead her to the Spear. 

 

                           A Night Divided by: Jennifer A. Nielsen 

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family 

divided overnight. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern 

side, controlled by the Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone 

west in search of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to 

watch the wall, to think forbidden thoughts of freedom, yet she can't help 

herself. She sees the East German soldiers with their guns trained on their 

own citizens; she, her family, her neighbors and friends are prisoners in their 

own city.   

 

Nooks & Crannies by: Jessica Lawson 

Sweet, shy Tabitha Crum, the neglected only child of two, doesn't have a friend 

in the world—except for her pet mouse, Pemberley, whom she loves dearly. But 

on the day she receives one of six invitations to the country estate of wealthy 

Countess Camilla DeMoss, her life changes forever. Upon the children's arrival 

at the sprawling, possibly haunted mansion, it turns out the countess has a very 

big secret—one that will change their lives forever. Then the children beginning 

disappearing, one by one. So Tabitha takes a cue from her favorite detective 

novels and, with Pemberley by her side, attempts to solve the case and rescue the 

other children…who just might be her first real friends. 

 

Roller Girl by: Victoria Jamieson 

For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her best friend 

Nicole. But after Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs up for derby 

camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp instead. And so begins the most 

difficult summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to keep up with the older 

girls at camp, hang on to the friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously 

embark on a new friendship. As the end of summer nears and her first roller 

derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that maybe she is 

strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, and middle school... in 

short, strong enough to be a roller girl.                         



 

 

Ruby on the Outside by: Nora Raleigh Baskin 

Eleven-year-old Ruby Danes is about to start middle school, and only       

her aunt knows her deepest, darkest, most secret secret: her mother is 

in prison. Then Margalit Tipps moves into Ruby's condo complex, and 

the two immediately hit it off. Ruby thinks she's found her first true-

blue friend—but can she tell Margalit the truth about her mom? Maybe 

not. Because it turns out that Margalit's family history seems closely 

connected to the very event that put her mother in prison, and if Ruby 

comes clean, she could lose everything she cares about most. 

             

The Safest Lie by: Angela Cerrito 

In 1940, nine-year-old Anna Bauman and her parents are among 300,000 

Polish Jews struggling to survive the wretched conditions in the Warsaw 

ghetto. Anna draws the attention of Jolanta (the code name for the real-life 

Resistance spy Irena Sendler, who smuggled hundreds of children out of 

the ghetto.) Jolanta wants to help Anna escape. Anna's mother drills her 

day and night, teaching her a new identity, that of Roman Catholic Anna 

Karwolska. Soon, Anna is whisked out of Warsaw to a Catholic orphanage 

and then to a foster family.  

 

 Serafina and the Black Cloak By: Robert Beatty 

Serafina has never had a reason to disobey her pa and venture beyond the 

grounds of the Biltmore estate. There's plenty to explore in her grand 

home, although she must take care to never be seen. None of the rich folk 

upstairs know that Serafina exists; she and her pa, the estate's 

maintenance man, have secretly lived in the basement for as long as 

Serafina can remember. But when children at the estate start 

disappearing, only Serafina knows who the culprit is: a terrifying man in 

a black cloak who stalks Biltmore's corridors at night.  

              

  Tucky Jo and Little Heart by: Patricia Polacco 

Tucky Jo was known as the "kid from Kentucky" when he enlisted in the 

army at age fifteen. Being the youngest recruit in the Pacific during 

World War II was tough. But he finds a friend in a little girl who helps 

him soothe his bug bites, and he gets to know her family and gives them 

some of his rations. Although the little girl doesn't speak English, Tucky 

Jo and Little Heart share the language of kindness. Many years later, 

Tucky Jo and Little Heart meet again, and an act of kindness is returned 

when it's needed the most in this touching picture book based on a true 

story. 

 

 

Students: To be eligible to vote for your favorite book, you must read at least 

five of the nominee titles by 1/31/2018. Voting takes place in early February. 

For more information about the SC Children’s Book Awards program, see a 

library staff member or visit www.scasl.net. 
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 All the Answers by Kate Messner 

Twelve-year-old Ava finds an old pencil in her family's junk drawer and 

discovers,   during a math test, that it will answer factual questions, so she and 

her best friend Sophie have a great time--and Ava grows in self-confidence--

until the pencil reveals a truth about her family that Ava would rather not 

know. 

 

Bayou Magic by: Jewell Parker Rhodes 

It's city-girl Maddy's first summer in the bayou, and she just falls in love with 

her new surroundings - the glimmering fireflies, the glorious landscape, and 

something else, deep within the water, that only she can see. Could it be a 

mermaid? As her grandmother shares wisdom about sayings and signs, Maddy 

realizes she may be the only sibling to carry on her family's magical legacy. 

And when a disastrous oil leak threatens the bayou, she knows she may also be 

the only one who can help. Does she have what it takes to be a hero?  

 

Circus Mirandus by: Cassie Beasley 

Do you believe in magic? Micah Tuttle does.Even though his awful 

Great-Aunt Gertrudis doesn't approve, Micah believes in the stories 

his dying Grandpa Ephraim tells him of the magical Circus 

Mirandus: the invisible tiger guarding the gates, the beautiful flying 

birdwoman, and the magician more powerful than any other--the 

Man Who Bends Light. Finally, Grandpa Ephraim offers proof. The 

Circus is real. And the Lightbender owes Ephraim a miracle. With 

his friend Jenny Mendoza in tow, Micah sets out to find the Circus 

and the man he believes will save his grandfather. The only problem 

is, the Lightbender doesn't want to keep his promise. And now it's 

up to Micah to get the miracle he came for. 

 

  Crenshaw by: Katherine Applegate 

Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. There's no  more 

money for rent. And not much for food, either. His parents, his little 

sister, and their dog may have to live in their minivan. Again. 

Crenshaw is a cat. He's large, he's outspoken, and he's imaginary. He 

has come back into Jackson's life to help him. But is an imaginary 

friend enough to save this family from losing everything? 

 

Enchanted Files: Curse (Originally published as Diary of a Mad Brownie) 

by: Bruce Coville 

Angus is a brownie. No, not the kind you eat! He's a tiny magical creature that 

loves to do chores. Angus has just "inherited" a new human girl, Alex. To say 

that Alex is messy would be an understatement. She's a total hurricane-like 

disaster--and she likes it that way, thankyouverymuch! Living with each other 

isn't easy but Angus and Alex soon learn there is a curse that binds them. 

What's worse, it threatens Alex's family! Working together, Angus and Alex 

will set out to break the curse . . . without killing each other first . . . hopefully.  
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