
 

 

 

Sweet by Emmy Laybourne 

The luxurious celebrity cruise launching the trendy new diet 

sweetener Solu should be the vacation of a lifetime. It takes a 

horrifyingly wrong turn when the gig becomes an expose on the 

shocking side effects of Solu. 

 

 

 

 

Things We Know By Heart by Jessi Kirby  

A year after losing her boyfriend, Trent, in an unexpected 

accident, Quinn Sullivan secretly tracks down the recipient of his 

donated heart in an attempt to heal, but ends up falling for him. 

 

 

 

Wolf by Wolf by Ryan Graudin    

The year is 1956, and the Axis powers of the Third Reich and 

Imperial Japan rule. To commemorate their Great Victory, they 

host the Axis Tour: an annual motorcycle race across their 

conjoined continents. The prize? An audience with the highly 

reclusive Adolf Hitler at the Victor's ball in Tokyo.  Yael, a 

former death camp prisoner, has one goal: Win the race and kill 

Hitler. 

 

 

 

The Wrong Side of Right by Jenn Marie Thorne 

After her mother dies, sixteen-year-old Kate Quinn meets the 

father she did not know she had, joins his presidential campaign, 

falls for a rebellious boy, and when what she truly believes flies in 

the face of the campaign's talking points, Kate must decide what is 

best. 
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All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 

When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, 

classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of a 

police officer who happens to be the older brother of his best friend. 

Told through Rashad and Quinn's alternating viewpoints. 

 

 

 

Between the Notes by Sharon Huss Roat 

When her family faces difficult economic times, Ivy tries to hide 

the truth from her friends, but as her lies unravel, she turns to her 

music and some new friends who show her that not everyone is 

who she thought they were, including herself. 

 

 

 

 

The Bitter Side of Sweet by Tara Sullivan   
Frantically working to escape punishment by their overseers, Ivory 

Coast child slaves Amadou and Seydou befriend a slave newcomer 

whose constant attempts to escape compel the brothers to plan their 

own flight. 

 

 

 

Denton Little’s Deathdate by Lance Rubin 
In a world where everyone knows the day they will die, a teenage 

boy is determined to outlive his upcoming expiration date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students:  To be eligible to vote for your favorite book you must read at least 

three of the nominee titles.  Voting takes place in February.  For more 

information about the program, see a library staff member. 

Media Specialist: All media specialists should review all titles and add them to 

their collection only if the titles meet the criteria established by District 

Board Policy and Library Media Center Policy & Procedure guidelines.  We 

recommend that others interested in purchasing these titles read reviews and 

scan materials to determine the appropriateness for their intended readers. 

*Book summaries and images courtesy of Novelist Plus database: 

www.scdiscus.org. 

South Carolina Association of School Librarians 

PO Box 2442, Columbia, SC 29202 

http://scasl.net/awards/book-awards/ 

 



 

 

The Distance Between Lost and Found by Kathryn Holmes 

Sophomore Hallie Calhoun, her former friend Jonah, and new friend 

Rachel leave a church youth group hike in the Great Smoky 

Mountains and become lost for five days, struggling to survive as 

Hallie finally speaks about the incident that made her a social pariah 

and Jonah admits why it hurt him so much. 

 

 

 

Don’t Fail Me Now by Una LaMarche  

Interracial half-siblings come together for the first time and 

embark on a cross-country road trip to confront their absentee 

father before he dies. 

 

 

Dumplin’ by Julie Murphy  

Sixteen-year-old Willowdean wants to prove to everyone in her 

small Texas town that she is more than just a fat girl, so, while 

grappling with her feelings for a co-worker who is clearly attracted 

to her, Will and some other misfits prepare to compete in the beauty 

pageant her mother runs. 

 

 

 

Emmy & Oliver by Robin Benway 

Since her best friend Oliver was kidnapped ten years ago, Emmy's 

parents have smothered her with their relentless worry, and when 

Oliver suddenly reappears in his hometown, he and Emmy struggle 

to face the messy, confusing consequences of the crime. 

 

 

 

Every Last Word by Tamara Ireland Stone 

Consumed by a stream of dark thoughts and worries that she can't 

turn off, a girl coping with Purely-Obsessional OCD learns to accept 

herself and take control of her life through her experiences in poetry 

club.     

 

 

 

Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon 

The story of a teenage girl who's literally allergic to the outside 

world. When a new family moves in next door, she begins a 

complicated romance that challenges everything she's ever known.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fixer by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 

When her grandfather develops dementia, sixteen-year-old Tess, 

who has been keeping his Montana ranch going, is whisked away 

to Washington, D.C., by a sister she barely knows and thrown into 

a world of politics, power, wealth, love triangles, and family 

secrets. 

 

 

 

Ink and Bone by Rachel Caine    
In a world where the Great Library of Alexandria governs the flow 

of information to the people, Jess discovers that those who control 

the Library believe that knowledge is more valuable than human life 

after his friend inadvertently commits heresy. 
 

 

 

Joyride by Anna Banks 
The quarterback son of the town sheriff and the daughter of deported 

illegal aliens become unlikely midnight pranking accomplices while 

unexpectedly falling in love and landing on the wrong side of the 

law.           

 

Scarlett Undercover by Jennifer Latham 

Scarlett, a sixteen-year-old private detective in 

the fictional city of Las Almas, finds herself at the center of a 

mysterious case--involving ancient curses, priceless artifacts, and 

jinn--as she discovers that her own family secrets may have more to 

do with the situation than she thinks. 

 

 

 
 

The Secrets We Keep by Trisha Leaver 

When her identical twin sister, Maddy, is killed in a car accident, 

seventeen-year-old Ella assumes Maddy's life, only to discover that 

it was filled with dark secrets. 

 

 

 

 

Stick by Michael Harmon   

Stick, a star football player who's become disenchanted with the 

game, becomes friends with Preston, a nerdy kid who fights crime 

by night. 

 


