Close to Famous by Joan Bauer
When twelve-year-old Foster and her mother land in the tiny town of
Culpepper, they don't know what to expect. But folks quickly warm to the
woman with the great voice and the girl who can bake like nobody's
business. Soon Foster, who dreams of having her own cooking show,
lands herself a gig baking for the local coffee shop and gets herself some
much-needed help in overcoming her biggest challenge - learning to read.
Just as Foster and Mama start to feel at ease, their past catches up to them.
Double Dog Dare by Lisa Graff
Fourth-graders Kansas Bloom and Francine Halata start out as
archenemies, until—in a battle of wits and willpower—they discover that
they have a lot more in common than either would have guessed.
EllRay Jakes is Not a Chicken! by Sally Warner
EllRay Jakes is tired of being bullied by fellow
classmate Jared Matthews. But when EllRay tries to defend himself, he
winds up in trouble. Then his dad offers him a deal: If he stays out of
trouble for one week, they'll go to Disneyland! EllRay says he can do it.
But saying it and doing it are two very different things.

Franklin and Winston: A Christmas That Changed the World
by Douglas Wood
At the height of World War II, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and Prime Minister Winston Churchill held an extraordinary monthlong visit, during which they planned the success of the Allied powers
and strategized a continuing peace for when the war ended. Moving
from witty banter to gravely serious discussions— amid a traditional
public celebration of the Christmas holiday— the two cemented a unique bond as they
decided how to confront a menace that threatened all of civilization.
Freaky Fast Frankie Joe by Lutricia Clifton
When twelve-year-old Frankie Joe's mother is sent to jail, he is uprooted
from his home in Texas to live with the father he has never met, his
father's wife, and his father's four other sons. Frankie Joe is miserable.
Trying to adjust to his blended family proves too much to bear, so Frankie
Joe hatches a plot to escape on his bike back home to Texas. For that he
needs money, and so Frankie Joe's Freaky Fast Delivery Service is born.
His deliveries win new friends for Frankie Joe, a place in the rural Illinois
community, and a sense of achievement. But his planned escape is destroyed by a
heartbreaking betrayal, and Frankie Joe needs all his incredible resilience and the loving
support of his new family to survive the devastating loss.
The Humming Room by Ellen Potter
When Roo Fanshaw’s parents are murdered, it’s her special hiding place
under the trailer that saves her life. As it turns out, Roo has a wealthy
uncle, who has agreed to take her into his home. Once a tuberculosis
sanitarium, the strange house is teeming with ghost stories and secrets.
Roo doesn’t believe in ghosts or fairy stories, but what are those eerie
noises she keeps hearing? Despite the best efforts of her uncle’s
assistants, Roo discovers the house’s hidden room—a garden with a tragic secret.

The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis
Deza is the smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana, singled out by
teachers for a special path in life. But the Great Depression hit Gary
hard, and there are no jobs for black men. When her beloved father
leaves to find work, Deza, Mother, and her older brother Jimmie go in
search of him and end up in Hooverville. The twists and turns of their
story reveal the devastation of the Depression and prove that Deza truly
is the Mighty Miss Malone.
Never Forgotten by Patricia McKissack
Set in West Africa, this a lyrical story-in-verse is about a young black
boy who is kidnapped and sold into slavery, and his father who is left
behind to mourn the loss of his son. Here's a beautiful, powerful, truly
unforgettable story about family, memory, and freedom.

Pie by Sarah Weeks
When Alice's Aunt Polly, the Pie Queen of Ipswitch, passes away, she
takes with her the secret to her world-famous pie-crust recipe. Or does
she? In her will, Polly leaves the recipe to her extraordinarily fat cat,
Lardo . . . and then leaves Lardo in the care of Alice. Suddenly, the
whole town is wondering how you leave a recipe to a cat. It's up to Alice
and her friend Charlie to put the pieces together and discover the not-sosecret recipe for happiness: Friendship. Family. And the pleasure of
doing something for the right reason.
Plunked by Michael Northrop
Sixth grader Jack Mogens has it all figured out: He's got his batting
routine down, and his outfielding earns him a starting spot on the Little
League team. He even manages to have a not-totally-embarrassing
conversation with Katie, the team's killer shortstop. But in the first game
of the season, a powerful stray pitch brings everything Jack's worked so
hard for crashing down around his ears. How can he explain to his
parents and friends why he WON'T be playing?
The President’s Stuck in the Bathtub: Poems about the Presidents by
Susan Katz
Sure, William Taft got stuck in his tub, but did you know that John
Quincy Adams used to skinny-dip in the Potomac? Herbert Hoover spoke
Chinese with his wife, and Gerald Ford had his name changed from
Leslie Lynch King. It’s true! In The President’s Stuck in the Bathtub, the
lives of the presidents are served up as fact-filled and fanciful poems that
will make you laugh, cringe, and gasp with amazement at the colorful
cast of men and women who have lived in the White House.

Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage
Rising sixth grader, Moses LoBeau, lives in the small town of Tupelo
Landing, NC. She washed ashore in a hurricane eleven years ago, and
she's been making waves ever since. Although Mo hopes someday to
find her "upstream mother," she's found a home with the Colonel—a
café owner with a forgotten past of his own—and Miss Lana, the
fabulous café hostess. Mo will protect those she loves with every bit of
her strong will and tough attitude. So when a lawman comes to town
asking about a murder, Mo and her best friend, Dale Earnhardt Johnson
III, set out to uncover the truth in hopes of saving the only family Mo has ever known.
Waiting for the Magic by Patricia MacLachlan
When William’s father leaves, his mother promptly goes out and adds
four dogs and a cat to their lives. William’s sure that nothing can fill the
hole left by his father, but the new additions to the family are determined
to help. With his sister, Elinor, and his mother, William will learn that
“family” can come in all shapes and sizes, because sometimes we find
love through magic, and sometimes that magic is all around us.

With a Name like Love by Tess Hilmo
When Ollie’s daddy, the Reverend Everlasting Love, pulls their travel
trailer into Binder to lead a three-day revival, Ollie knows that this
town will be like all the others they visit—it is exactly the kind of
nothing Ollie has come to expect. But on their first day in town, Ollie
meets Jimmy Koppel, whose mother is in jail for murdering his father.
Jimmy insists that his mother is innocent, and Ollie believes him. Still,
even if Ollie convinces her daddy to stay in town, how can two kids free a grown woman
who has signed a confession?
Wonder by R. J. Palacio
I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably
worse.
August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face.

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick
Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. Ben longs for the
father he has never known. Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose
life she chronicles in a scrapbook. When Ben discovers a puzzling clue
in his mother's room and Rose reads an enticing headline in the
newspaper, both children set out alone on desperate quests to find what
they are missing.
Students: To be eligible to vote for your favorite book, you must read at least
five of the nominee titles by 1/31/2013. Voting takes place in early February.
For more information about the SC Children’s Book Awards program, see a
library staff member or visit www.scasl.net.
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The Adventures of Beanboy by Lisa Harkrader
Tucker MacBean has been drawing comic books almost as long as he’s
been reading them. When his favorite comic has a contest for kids, he
hopes he has finally found a way to fix his family—all he has to do is
create the winning superhero sidekick . . . Introducing “Beanboy”—the
first comic book character to truly harness the power of the bean for
good. He is strong, he is relentless, and he can double in size overnight (if
given enough water).
The Aviary by Kathleen O’Dell
Twelve-year-old Clara Dooley has spent her whole life in the
Glendoveer mansion, where her mother is a servant to the kind and
elderly matron of the house. Clara has never known another home. In
fact, she's confined to the grand estate due to a mysterious heart
condition. But it's a comfortable life, and if it weren't for the creepy
squawking birds in the aviary out back, a completely peaceful one too.
But once old Mrs. Glendoveer passes away, Clara comes to learn many dark secrets about
the family. The Glendoveers suffered a horrific tragedy: their children were kidnapped, then
drowned. And their father George Glendoveer stood accused until his death. As Clara digs
deeper and deeper into the terrifying events, the five birds in the aviary seem to be trying to
tell her something. And Clara comes to wonder: what is their true identity?
Citizen Scientists: Be a Part of Scientific Discovery from
Your Own Backyard by Loree Griffin Burns
Anyone can get involved in gathering data for ongoing, actual
scientific studies such as the Audubon Bird Count and
FrogWatch USA. Just get out into a field, urban park, or your
own backyard. You can put your nose to a monarch pupa or
listen for raucous frog calls. You can tally woodpeckers or
sweep the grass for ladybugs. This book, full of engaging photos and useful tips, will show
you how.
City of Orphans by Avi
The streets of 1893 New York are crowded and filthy. For thirteenyear-old newsboy Maks Geless, they are also dangerous. Bruno, leader
of the awful Plug Ugly Gang, has set his sights on Maks and orders his
boys to track him down. Suddenly Maks finds himself on the run, doing
all he can to evade the gang, with only his new friend Willa by his side.
And that’s just the start of Mak’s troubles. His sister, Emma, has been
arrested and imprisoned for stealing a watch from the glamorous new
Waldorf Hotel. Maks knows she didn’t do it—but will he be able to prove it in time?
Book covers and summaries courtesy of barnesandnoble.com

