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This activity booklet is the First Edition of the South Carolina Picture Book Award.  With the formation of this category, student in grades k-4 through high school will be included in the South Carolina Book Award program.  Members of the organization committee of South Carolina Picture Book Award were:

Joyce Moore, Chair

D’Etta Broam

Janet Kittrell

Carla Laney

Laura Linder

Taylor Moore

Donna Myles

Teri Puryear

Lois Stroud

Betty Teague

List Ulmer 

Following the organizational year of 2002-2003, a full committee was added and this activity booklet is their contribution.  Members added the following year were:

Sheri Carpenter, Susan Cassels, Lisa Conrath, Gwen Davis, Lynn Holcombe, Suzanne Rhoten, Jenny Dillworth, Aileen Holland, Dr. Michelle Martin, and Jana Wood.

 Enjoy! 
ALPHABET UNDER CONSTRUCTION                                                 By: Fleming, Denise

Holt, 2002

32 p.
Summary/Book Notes:

     One very active mouse constructs an alphabet with 26 active verbs.

If you liked this book try:

      Lunch by Denise Fleming  

Curriculum Connections:
            Language Arts 
            Art

            Math/Measurement

Web Sites:

           Denise Fleming 

Booktalk:

Fleming’s adorable little mouse first seen in her book Lunch has an enthusiastic demeanor, bright red nose and a rabbit sized white tooth.  Alphabet Under Construction begins with a double page spread of the mouse airbrushing bright red and orange on an A twice her size.

Fleming is known for her bright colored illustrations which she creates with pulp painting, so put on your sunglasses before reading aloud.    

          Horn Book compares the active little mouse to Martha Stewart.  Maybe  

          Fleming should name her mouse Martha, because every letter she completes
          is “a good thing”.  Fleming’s Martha Mouse is industrious, multi-talented,
          artistic and organized as we can see by the calendar on the last page.

          Prepared by:
          Alleene Holland

And the Dish Ran Away With the Spoon

Stevens, Janet

Harcourt, Inc.

32 p.
Summary/ Book Notes:

When Dish and Spoon run away, their nursery rhyme friends Cat, Cow, and Dog set out to rescue them in time for the next reading of their rhyme.

If you liked this book try:

Cook-a-doodle-doo by Janet Stevens

Jackalope by Janet Stevens

Monster Goose by Judy Sierra

The Book That Jack Wrote by Jon Scieszka

To Market To Market by Janet Stevens

Curriculum Connections:

Nursery Rhymes

Web Sites:

Janet Stevens/

Susan Stevens Crummel
Booktalk:

Quick!  Places everyone!  Hey diddle, diddle, the cat and the fiddle, the cow jumped over the moon; the little dog laughed to see such a sport and the dish ran away with the spoon.  Oh no!  The dish really ran away with the spoon.  How will the rhyme go on without dish and spoon?  Grumpy dog, cat and cow go off to look for them.  Lo and behold they come to a fork (real) in the road.  The fork draws a map to help them.  After a visit with little boy blue, Miss Muffet’s spider, the big bad wolf, and jack and the beanstalk and barely sparing their lives, they finally find dish and spoon.  But, there is only one problem.  Dish is broken all into pieces.

Prepared by:

Lisa Conrath

ANNA THE BOOKBINDER

Written by: Andrea Cheng

Illustrated by: Ted Rand

Walker & Company. 2003

27 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

Anna's father is a bookbinder. He stitches pages in books by hand. Not everyone is willing to wait for their books to be bound properly. Even Papa's best costumer threatens to take his business elsewhere if his three volumes are not ready in three days. When Papa leaves his workshop to be with Mama and the new baby, Anna decides she must help.

If you liked this book try:

Hand Bookbinding by Aldren A. Watson

The Encyclopedia of Papermaking and Bookbinding by Heidi Reimer-Epp and Mary Reimer

Grandfather Counts by Andrea Cheng

Marika by Andrea Cheng

When the Bees Fly Home by Andrea Cheng

Curriculum Connections:

Literature

Bookbinding  (Writing/Language)

Relationships (Father/Daughters)

Web Sites:

Author:  http://www.walkeryoungreaders.com
Bookbinding:  http://earthlypursuits.com/Books/Bookbinding
Illustrator: http://www.artofillustration.com
Booktalk:

Anna loves to sit and watch her father bind and repair books, hoping to learn this craft herself.  Many people don’t understand the care that her father puts into the art of bookbinding.  Even her father’s most important customer makes unseemingly hard demands of him, asking that an order of books be rebound in three short days.  Anna’s father works long hours to accomplish his task, but when Anna’s mother goes into labor the night before the order is due, all seems lost.  Can Anna help her father and their family business?

Prepared by: 

Lynne Holcomb

APPLE PIE 4TH OF JULY

Wong, Janet S.

Chodos-Irvine, Margaret

Harcourt, 2002

32 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

A Chinese American child fears that the food her parents are preparing to sell on the Fourth of July will not be eaten.

If you liked this book, try:
Happy Birthday, America – Mary Pope Osborne, illustrated by Peter Catalanotto

Happy Birthday, America! – Marsha Wilson Chall, illustrated by Guy Porfirio

Hurray for the Fourth of July – Wendy Watson

Thanksgiving at Our House – Wendy Watson

Curriculum Connections: 
Multiculturalism

Cultural traditions

Fourth of July Holiday

Food

Web Sites: 

International recipes: Good Cooking's World Tour
4th of July Background Resources: Happy Birthday America
4th of July Fun: Holiday Fun: July 4th
Booktalk: 

The Chinese-American protagonist of this story can’t seem to make her parents understand that Americans don’t want Chinese food on the 4th of July.  Apple pie and fireworks, perhaps, but Chinese food? No!  Already disgusted because her parents’ restaurant is open every day of the year, the speaker mopes around the restaurant all day with an “I told you so” attitude toward her parents. No one comes to buy Chinese food . . . until after the parade.  At 5:00, the people start coming, and there is a steady stream of them until closing time.  After the restaurant closes, this little girl and her family go up to the rooftop to watch the fireworks and eat apple pie.  Janet Wong effectively captures the situation of many young hyphenated Americans who feel torn between the traditions of their parents’ culture and contemporary American traditions.  Chodos-Irvine’s colorful, angular illustrations help to convey the story simply and without sentimentality.  

Prepared by:

Michelle Martin
BEAR SNORES ON

Written by: Karma Wilson

Illustrated by: Jane Chapman

Simon & Schuster, 2002

34 pages

Summary/ Book Notes:

On a cold winter night many animals gather to party in the cave of a sleeping bear, who then awakes and protests that he has missed the food and the fun.
If you liked this book try:

Don’t Wake Up the Bear by: Marjorie Dennis Murray
You’re All My Favorites by: Sam McBratney

Merry Christmas, Big Hungry Bear by: Don and Audrey Wood

Tops and Bottoms by: Janet Stevens

Bear Wants More by: Karma Wilson

Bear Stays Up For Christmas by: Karma Wilson

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? By: Bill Martin, Jr.

Curriculum Connections:

Science:

Hibernation

           Mammals and Birds

           Weather and Seasons

           Habitat (some animals live above ground, some on the ground, some   

                          under ground)

Language Arts

            Rhyming Words

            Metered Verse

            Descriptive Words

            Synonyms

Web Sites:

Karma Wilson
Karma Wilson's Teacher Resources
Yahooligans! Animals
National Geographic
Booktalk:

“In a cave in the woods / in his deep dark lair/ through the long, cold winter / sleeps a great brown bear.” Bear is hibernating and on a stormy night, Mouse and a few other forest animals seek shelter in Bear’s den. Soon they are eating popcorn, drinking tea, and having a party while “the bear snores on.” Nothing seems to bother the sleeping bear until an errant pepper flake from the stew causes him to sneeze and wake up. Bear is furious, but not because everyone is having a party in his cave, but because he has slept through it all and missed the fun! The animals calm Bear by insisting the party has just begun and stories and food carry the party until dawn. One by one the animals settle in to sleep, only to leave Bear wide-awake, unable to recapture his slumber. Bear Snores On is a great read-aloud as well as a bedtime book to share on a cold or snowy night.

Prepared by:

Janet Kittrell
Bippity Bop Barbershop

Written by: Natasha Anastasia Tarpley

Illustrated by: E. B. Lewis

Little, Brown and Company, 2002

32 pages

Summary/ Book Notes: 

A story celebrating a young African American boy’s first trip to the barbershop.

If you liked this book try: 

I Love My Hair by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley

Nappy Hair by Carolivia Herron

Cornrows by Camille Yarbrough

Curriculum Connections: 

 Rites of passage

Web Sites: 

Rites of Passage
JSOnline - Rites of Passage
The Hair Cut
Booktalk: 

Jazz music, loud voices and laughter blend with the buzz of the clippers and the soft whisper of scissors skimming loose hairs from a freshly cut head. “First hair cut”, one of the men asks.  Miles wonders if  the clippers hurt? What if the barber cuts my ear? Why does everyone keep saying ‘Be Brave’?  This warm, reassuring story with its rich, lively watercolors beautifully depict the special first hair cut ritual between father and son.

Prepared by: Gwendolyn M. Davis

BOB

Written and Illustrated by: Tracey Campbell Pearson
Farrar Straus Giroux, 2002
32 pages 

Summary/ Book Notes:

While looking for someone to teach him how to crow, a rooster learns to sound like many different animals and finds that his new skills come in handy. 

If you liked this book try:

Cock-a-Doodle-Moo! by Bernard Most 

Cock-a-Moo-Moo by Juliet Dallas-Conte
Elvis the Rooster Almost Goes to Heaven  by Denys Cazet
The Bremen-Town Musicians retold by Ilse Plume
Z-Z-Zoink! by Bernard Most
Hattie and the Fox by Mem Fox
Barnyard Dance! by Sandra Boyton

Curriculum Connections:
Science:  Farm Animals

Web Sites:
Tracey Campbell Pearson
Kids Farm
All About the Farm
 Booktalk:
Meet Bob.  He’s a rooster who doesn’t know how to crow!  He can “meow,” and “woof,” and “ribbet,” but he doesn’t “cock-a-doodle-doo” until he meets another rooster named Fred.  Read the book to find out how important it is to speak many languages!  YUM-YUM-BUGS!

Prepared by:
D’Etta Broam

BOOK! BOOK! BOOK!

Written by: Deborah Bruss

Scholastic, 2000

32 pages

Summary:

When the children go back to school, the animals on the farm are bored, so they go into the library in town trying to find something to do. 

If you like this book try: 

Mr. Wiggle’s Book, by Paula Craig
Mr. Wiggle’s Library, by: Carol Thompson

A Fine Fine School, by Sharon Creech

Mr. Wiggle Loves to Read, by: Carol Thompson.

Curriculum Connections: 

Library Media Skills – Introduction to libraries.  Appreciation of Media Centers.  
Science – Farm Animals

Web Sites: 

Deborah Bruss
Booktalk:  

Have you ever wondered what dogs and cats are thinking when you go to school and leave them at home?  What about the animals on a farm where children have been playing all summer?  Well the barnyard animals become bored when the children who have been on the farm all summer return to school so they decide to take matters in their own hands and they head to the library.  The librarian isn’t quite sure why they are there or what they want because of their unusual speech.  The hen eventually clucks the words, “Book, book, book!”  The animals will not be left out of the school scene because they go back to the barnyard and have their own story time, complete with a puppet show, thanks to the cow.  Bet you’ll think twice about what your animals are doing while you’re sitting in a classroom or better yet…Your LIBRARY!

Prepared by:

Laura Linder

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY

                                                  Cynthia Rylant
                                             Blue Sky Press, 2002

[29 p.]

Summary/Book Notes:

A girl reflects on Christmas at her grandparents home in the country, with its fresh-cut tree, handmade ornaments, gifts from Santa, and special church services.

If you liked this book try:

Night Tree by: Eve Bunting

The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree by: Gloria Houston

Christmas in the Big Woods by: Laura Ingalls Wilder adapted from the Little House books

Henry and Mudge and a Very Merry Christmas by: Cynthia Rylant

Silver Packages by: Cynthia Rylant

When I was Young in the Mountains by: Cynthia Rylant

Christmas Around the World series published by Franklin Watts
Curriculum Connections:

Christmas Fiction
Country life Fiction

Christmas in America (1930’s to 1950’s)

Family life Fiction

Memoirs

Web Sites:

About the author:

Cynthia Rylant
Cynthia Rylant
About holidays:

December Celebrations
Booktalk:

How do you celebrate Christmas?  Do you go to the mall? Do you cut down your own tree?  Do you make your own ornaments? Do you write a letter to Santa?  In this story a girl who lives with her grandparents will tell you how she celebrated Christmas in the country: her grandfather chopped down a tree, the girl and her grandmother got out the ornaments to decorate the tree,  she left cookies, milk and a note for Santa, attended church services, and celebrated with family and friends.  She tells about taking down the tree and looking forward to spring.  Read this story to see how your celebration compares to hers. 

Prepared by:   

Lois Stroud

DAISY COMES HOME

Written by: Jan Brett

Illustrated by: Jan Brett

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2002

32 pages

Summary/ Book Notes: 

Daisy, an unhappy hen in China, floats down the river in a basket and has an adventure.

If you liked this book try: 

The Story About Ping by: Marjorie Flack

I Love You Like Crazy Cakes by: Rose A. Lewis

The Empty Pot by: Demi

Lon Po Po:  A Red-Riding Hood Story From China by: Ed Young

C is For China by: Sungwan So

The Umbrella by: Jan Brett

The Mitten by: Jan Brett

Curriculum Connections: 

Social Studies:

   
Asia (China)


Animals in China 
Web Sites: 

Jan Brett
Booktalk: 


If you like adventures, you will love Jan Brett’s story of a hen named Daisy who wakes up to find the basket in which she has fallen asleep floating down the Li River.  She meets several animals that are new to her and an enterprising fisherman during her voyage.  Will Daisy every get back home?  Will she ever see her owner Mei Mei again?  Brett’s illustrations of China’s mountains and landscape, and her use of borders, form a captivating and appealing book.  Read Daisy Comes Home to share a brave little hen’s adventures and to see the Li River and China’s countryside beautifully depicted.

Prepared by:

Susan Cassels

Do Like a Duck Does

Written by Judy Hindley

Candlewick Press, 2002

34 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

By challenging a hairy stranger to imitate the behavior of herself and her ducklings, a mother duck proves that he is a fox and not a duck.

If you liked this book, try:

Bear Snores On and/or Bear Wants More by Karma Wilson 
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems 
Tumble Me Tumbily by Karen Baicker 
Ella Sarah Gets Dressed by Margaret Chodos-Irvine 
A You're Adorable by Buddy Kaye
Curriculum connections:

ELA: Rhyming words

Science: Foxes, ducks

Web sites:

All About Ducks for Kids 

Life History of the Red Fox 

How Foxes Trick Other Animals
Booktalk:

Are you interested in a no-fail, fun, and rhyming story? Judy Hindley's entertaining text is full of rhyme, rhythm, and lots of energy. It is complemented by Ivan Bates' engaging illustrations. Each action filled, two page picture spread is rich in farmyard detail, humor, marvelous facial expressions, and personality that brings each of the characters to life. As that old "hairy-scary" fox slinks home with his tail between his legs, little ones will revel at being in on all the fun.

Prepared by:  Lisa Ulmer
DON’T LET THE PIGEON DRIVE THE BUS                                                 Willems, Mo

Hyperion Books for Children, 2003

34 p.

Summary/Book Notes:

A pigeon that longs to drive a bus sees a chance to make its dream come true when the bus driver takes a short break.

If you liked this book try:

Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale
The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog.

The Pigeon Loves Things That Go.

Time to Pee.

Curriculum Connections:

Art
Creative Drama

Guidance

Health/Safety

Language Arts

Web Sites:

Mo Willems
Booktalk:

“How does Mo Willems know three, four and five year olds so well?”  This was my first thought after reading Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus.

When I read the back of the book I discovered he was an animator on Sesame Street.  This explains his understanding of my five year old grandson who begs, pleads, lies and bribes as a way to control his grammy.  If this doesn’t work he is not ashamed of throwing a temper tantrum just like the pigeon.  

Prepared by:

Alleene Holland

THE DOT

Written by: Peter Reynolds

Illustrated by: Peter Reynolds

Candlewick Press, 2003

32 Pages 

Summary/ Book Notes: 

Vashti believes that she cannot draw, but her art teacher’s encouragement leads her to change her mind.

If you liked this book try: 

Ish by: Peter Reynolds

Almost Famous Daisy by: Richard Kidd

Lucy’s Picture by: Nicola Moon

Eggs Marks the Spot by: Mary Jane Auch

Curriculum Connections: 

Self-confidence

Art

Web Sites: 

How To Draw
Draw in 3-D
Booktalk: 

Do you feel like everyone else in the world can draw better than you can?  Are you embarrassed to try because you are afraid everyone will laugh at your work?  Vashti is so afraid that she refuses to draw in art class.  Her teacher asks her to just make a mark and when Vashti makes a dot, the teacher asks her to sign it.  Then she frames it and puts it on display!  This gives Vashti the confidence to elaborate on her dot with different styles and colors in more pictures until she is proud of her contribution to the art show.  When another student claims that he can’t draw, she encourages him to make his mark and then she asks him to sign it, continuing the same cycle of positive reinforcement of creativity that her art teacher used. 

Prepared by:

Betty Teague  

DUCK ON A BIKE

Written by: David Shannon

Blue Sky Press, 2002

32 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

A duck decides to ride a bike and soon influences all the other animals on the farm to ride bikes too.

If you like this book try:

Alice the Fairy by: David Shannon

A Bad Case of Strips by: David Shannon

Click, Clack, Moo by: Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin (Illustrator)

David Goes to School by: David Shannon

Diary of a Worm by: Doreen Cronin and Harry Bliss (Illustrator)

Giggle, Giggle, Quack by: Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin (Illustrator)

How I Became a Pirate by: Melinda Long and David Shannon (Illustrator)

Muncha! Muncha! Muncha! By: Candice Fleming and G. Brian Karas (Illustrator)

No, David! By: David Shannon

The Rain Came Down by: David Shannon

Curriculum Connections:

Ducks

Domestic Animals

Bicycles and bicycling

Web Sites:

David Shannon and Audrey Wood 

Duck 

Kids Farm
Propelled by Pedals: A fun guide to bikes
Booktalk:

Duck gets a wild idea that he can ride a bike.  After the first wobbles, duck sails past Cow, Sheep, Dog, Cat, Horse, Chicken, Goat, Pig and Mouse.  The animals’ reactions range from “How silly” to “Show-off” to “Wish I could ride!”  A group of kids come riding down the farm road, park their bikes beside the house, and go inside. The entire barnyard goes on a cycling spree.

Prepared by:

Donna K. Myles

Fireboat: the Heroic Adventures of the John H. Harvey

Written by Maira Kalman

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2002

42 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

A fireboat, launched in 1931, is retired after many years of fighting fires along the Hudson River, but is saved from being scrapped and then called into service again on September 11, 2001.

If you liked this book, try:

New York's Bravest by Mary Pope Osborne 
Next Stop Grand Central by Maira Kalman 
The Man Who Walked Between the Towers by Mordicai Gerstein
Curriculum connections:

Science: fire extinction, boats, boating

Social Studies: John J. Harvey, September 11, 2001, World Trade Center buildings

Web sites:

John J. Harvey Homepage 

Teacher Vision Lesson Plans  

Photos and Information on John J. Harvey Fireboat 

NYFD Fieboat John J. Harvey 

Booktalk:

Do you know what was happening in 1931? It was a big year in New York City! The Empire State Building opened. The George Washington Bridge opened too. The Snickers candy bar was first sold. Babe Ruth hit his 611th homerun, and the John J Harvey fireboat was first launched. After fighting fires on the Hudson River for many years, the John J Harvey was retired. A group of friends bought her and restored the boat to use for fun. On September 11, 2001, the John J Harvey was called into service to help by ferrying people to safety. 

Prepared by: L. Ulmer
GIANT CHILDREN

Written by: Brod Bagert

Dial Books for Young Readers, 2002

32 pages

Summary/ Book Notes:

Giant Children presents more than twenty humorous poems, with playful illustrations, that examine life from a child's point of view.

If you like this book try:

The Bug in Teacher's Coffee and Other School Poems by: Kalli Dakos

Catalina Magdalena Hoopensteiner Wallendiner Hogan Logan Bogan was her Name by:  Tedd Arnold

Grasshopper Pie and Other Poems by: David Steinberg

I Brought My Rat for Show and Tell: and Other Funny School Poems by: Joan Horton

It's Raining Pigs & Noodles by: Jack Prelutsky

Curriculum Connections:
Poetry

Humor
Animal tales

Web Sites:

Giant Children
Brod Bagert 

Tedd Arnold
Humorous Poetry
Booktalk:

Have you ever thought of things from a hamster's point of view?  Have you ever had stage fright?  Have you ever found a buffalo in the library eating the very book you wanted?  This irresistible collection of poems and illustrations shows you that poetry can be humorous, gross, and fun. 

Prepared by:  Suzanne Rhoten

HOW I BECAME A PIRATE

Written by:  Melinda Long

Illustrated by:  David Shannon

Harcourt, Inc., 2003

36 pages

Summary/ Book Notes:

Jeremy Jacob joins Braid Beard and his pirate crew and finds out about pirate language, pirate manners, and other aspects of their life.

If you liked this book try:

Laffite, the Pirate by:  Ariane Dewey

Roger, the Jolly Pirate by:  Brett Helquist

Hiccup Snickup by:  Melinda Long

When Papa Snores by:  Melinda Long

Curriculum Connections:

Language Arts:  


Fantasy Genre

Social Studies:


Map Skills


South Carolina History (pirates)

Art:


Pirate Hats/Flags


Sand Sculpture

Music:


Sea Chanteys

Web Sites:

Interview with Melinda Long and David Shannon
DLTK's Crafts for Kids: Pirate Activites for Children
Fun Educational Activites: Pirates
Booktalk:

Raise your hand if you like to go to the beach.  The beach is one of my favorite places.  I like to play in the ocean and build sandcastles.  That’s exactly what Jeremy Jacob was doing one day when he was at the beach with his family—building his sandcastle while Mom took care of his baby sister and Dad set up the beach umbrella.  But Jeremy Jacob saw a strange sight out in the ocean.  He saw a ship heading toward the shore.  It was not just any old ship; it was a PIRATE ship!  The pirates landed on the beach and invited Jeremy to sail with them.  They were looking for an expert digger to help them bury their treasure.  Jeremy was happy to go along with the pirates for an adventure on the sea.  He loved being a pirate!  Jeremy found out that pirates don’t have to use good manners or brush their teeth or wear pajamas.  But Jeremy also found out something else pirates don’t do.  Does Jeremy get back home in time for soccer practice?  Where do the pirates bury their treasure?  Read How I Became a Pirate to find out how Jeremy Jacobs’ adventure ends.

Prepared by:

Sheri Carpenter

MR. TANEN’S TIE TROUBLE

Written and illustrated by:  Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Albert Whitman & Company, 2003

30 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

Mr. Tanen loves his ties, but when his school runs out of money to build a new playground, he decides to sell his ties in order to raise the needed money.  

If you liked this book try:

Mr. Tanen’s Ties by:  Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Thanksgiving at the Tappleton’s by:  Eileen Spinelli, illustrated by Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Missing: One Stuffed Rabbit by: Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Bravery Soup by: Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Jungle Halloween by: Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Curriculum Connections:

Math

Problem-Solving

Web Sites:

Maryann Cocca-Leffler
Generosity
Booktalk:

Mr. Tanen has a tie for EVERY occasion and event.  He also cares for his students, and when he finds out that they will not have the money to build a new playground, he wants to find a way to help.  He decides to auction off his many ties, and give the money to the school, in hopes that the playground can be built.  His generosity affects everyone in the town, and the residents surprise him with a gift of their own.

Prepared by:

Lynne Holcomb

MUNCHA! MUNCHA! MUNCHA!

Written by: Candace Fleming

Illustrated by: G. Brian Karas

Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2002

32 pages 

Summary/Book Notes:

After planting the garden he has dreamed of for years, Mr. McGreely tries to find a way to keep some persistent bunnies from eating all his vegetables.
If you like this book try:

Boxes for Katje by: Candace Fleming and Stacey Dressen-McQueen (Illustrator)

Gabriella’s Song by: Candace Fleming and Giselle Potter (Illustrator)

The Gardener by: Sarah Stewart and David Small (Illustrator)

The Gardening Book by: Jane Bull

Gator Gumbo: A Spicy-Hot Tale by: Candace Fleming and Sally Anne Lambert (Illustrator)

Sunny Boy! The Life of a Tortoise by: Candace Fleming and Anne Wilsdorf (Illustrator)

Smile, Lily! By: Candace Fleming and Yumi Heo (Illustrator)

The Tales of Peter Rabbit by: Beatrix Potter

This is the Baby by: Candace Fleming and Maggie Smith

Tops and Bottoms by: Janet Stevens

Westward Ho, Carlotta! by: Candace Fleming

When Agnes Caws by: Candace Fleming and Giselle Potter (Illustrator)

Who Invited You? by: Candace Fleming and George Booth (Illustrator)

Curriculum Connections:
Rabbits

Gardening

Books with onomatopoeic language 

Web Sites:

Kid's Corner - Beatrix Potter
World Almanac for Kids Online

Booktalk:

Mr. McGreely has always wanted a vegetable garden and when he finally plants one, he can’t wait to taste his crisp, yummy produce.  Three of his neighboring rabbits are anticipating sampling the veggies as well.  In frustration, Mr. McGreely builds a series of fences to keep the creatures away. Finally after building a stone guard tower, He is able to thwart the animals-or is he?

Prepared by:
Donna Myles

MY LUCKY DAY
Written and Illustrated by: Keiko Kasza
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2003
32 pages 

Summary/ Book Notes:
When a young pig knocks on a fox’s door, the fox thinks dinner has arrived, but the pig has other plans.  

If you liked this book try:
Other “pig” characters:

Mary Had a Little Ham by Margie Palatini
Olivia, Olivia Saves the Circus, Olivia—And the Missing Toy by Ian Falconer
Wait! No Paint!  by Bruce Whatley
Other “trickster” tales:  

Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock retold by Eric Kimmel
Bruh Rabbit and the Tar Baby Girl retold by Virginia Hamilton

The Tale of Tricky Fox retold by Jim Aylesworth

Curriculum Connections:
Science:  Farm Animals

Language Arts:  Folklore

Web Site:
Keiko Kasza
 Booktalk:

What would be your “lucky day?”  Finding a dollar in your pocket?!  A present comes in the mail you weren’t expecting?  Mom fixes pizza when you were expecting broccoli and brussel sprouts?  Or maybe a day when you enjoy a bubble bath, spaghetti dinner, and a rub down?!  Everybody’s “lucky day” is different.  You enjoy a good chuckle when you read about the clever pig in Keiko Kasza’s My Lucky Day.  It’ll be your lucky day, when you read this good book. (
Prepared by:
D’Etta Broam
THE RECESS QUEEN

Written by:Alexis O’Neill

Illustrated by: Laura Huliska-Beith

Scholastic Press, 2002

32 Pages

Summary/Book Notes:
Mean Jean is the biggest bully on the school playground until a new girl arrives and challenges Jean's status as the Recess Queen.

If you like this book try:

Bootsie Barker Bites by Barbara Bottner

King of the Playground by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Ruby the Copycat by Peggy Rathman

Stop Picking on Me: A First Look at Bullying by Pat Thomas

Bullies Are a Pain in the Brain by Trevor Romain

Bully on the Bus by Carl W. Bosch

Curriculum Connections: 

Bullying

Rhyming Words

Web Sites: 

http://www.bookpage.com/0205bp/childrens/the_recess_queen.html
http://www.thereviewzone.com/recessqueen.html
http://suzyred.com/mbirdrecess.htm
http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0STR/is_1_112/ai_90316931
http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0409/p15s03-lifp.html
Booktalk:  

You know you had one at your school.   You know you loved to hate her.  You may have even been one at one time or another.  That is if you were lucky enough to be The Recess Queen.  SHE gets to decide what game would be played.  SHE got to decide what jump rope chants would be said.  This recess queen did more than boss the other kids around, she pushed, smooshed and lollapalooshed kids.  Hammered ‘em, slammered ‘em, kitz and kajammered ‘em.  UNTIL a teeny tiny kid named Katie Sue came to the school.  Katie Sue changed recess with bravery and persistence so now the “playground’s one great place.”  And everybody enjoys being friends …YESSSSSS!

Prepared by:

Laura Linder

SNOWMEN AT NIGHT
Written by: Caralyn Buehner

Illustrated by: Mark Buehner

Phyllis Fogelman Books, 2002

28 pages

Summary/ Book Notes:

Snowmen play games at night when no one is watching.

If you liked this book try:

All You Need for a Snowman by Alice Schertle
Snowballs by Lois Ehlert

A Wish to Be a Christmas Tree by Colleen Monroe

Stranger in the Woods by Carl R. Sams

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs

Christmas for the Snowmen by Wolfram Hanel

The Snow Family by Daniel Kirk

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats

Snowmen: Snow Creatures, Crafts, and Other Winter Projects by Frankie Frankeny
Dream Snow by Eric Carle

Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin

It’s a Spoon, Not a Shovel by Caralyn Buehner

Snowmen at Christmas by Caralyn Buehner  (due Sept. 2005)

Curriculum Connections:

Science:


Weather


States of Matter: solids, liquids, gases

Web Sites:

An Interview with Caralyn Beuhner
All About Snow
Winter Weather Watch
Build Your Own Snowman
The Snowman
Snowman Poem
Snowman Links
Booktalk:


If you have ever built a snowman, you may have noticed that he (or she) didn’t quite look the same the following day.   Maybe the hat was tilted, the carrot nose was drooping, or maybe a button or two had dropped off.  What could have caused these changes to take place?  What exactly was your snowman doing all night while you were sleeping?  

Prepared by:

Teri L. Puryear
THANK YOU, SARAH: 

THE WOMAN WHO SAVED THANKSGIVING

Anderson, Laurie Halse

Faulkner, Matt

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2002

36 pages

Summary/Book Notes:

Relates how Sarah Hale, a magazine editor and author, persuaded President Lincoln to transform Thanksgiving Day into a national holiday.

If you liked this book, try:
Thank You, Thanksgiving – David Milgrim

Mary Had a Little Lamb – Sarah Josepha Hale, illustrated by Bruce McMillan

Thanksgiving at Our House: Thanksgiving Poems for the VeryYoung – Nancy White Carlstrom, illustrated by R. W. Alley

Curriculum Connections: 
Thanksgiving

Women’s History 

American political process

Writing.

Web Sites: 

Thanksgiving Activities  

Thanksgiving Games 

Thanksgiving Crafts 

Thanksgiving Activities 

Laurie Halse Anderson  

Booktalk: 
Did you know that you have Sarah Josepha Hale to thank for the Thanksgiving holiday every November?  Born on October 24, 1788, Sarah Hale, widow and mother of five, persistently wrote to six American Presidents, lobbying for the necessity of a national holiday to commemorate the first American feast between the Pilgrims and the Native Americans.  In 1863, Abraham Lincoln finally came through, making Thanksgiving a national holiday. Laurie Halse Anderson’s wonderful, non-traditional informational picture book takes a humorous but perceptive look at the life of this forgotten American hero, arguing throughout that we should “Never underestimate dainty little ladies.” In addition to “saving Thanksgiving,” Hale wrote “Mary Had a Little Lamb” and other children’s stories, was the first woman to serve as editor of an American magazine, and published famous authors like Edgar Allan Poe.  Matt Faulkner’s entertaining watercolor and pen-and-ink illustrations provide funny asides (like a mountain of petitions sitting outside the State House behind Sarah and eight other irate women who converge on this building with “Go Away; We’re Busy” printed on its façade) will keep readers entertained while they learn history. Following the story, Anderson adds some pertinent factual information about thanksgiving celebrations that preceded the one in 1621, how the Thanksgiving holiday fared after Lincoln, how football and parades became a tradition, milestones of the year 1863, the Civil War, and a more detailed biography of Sarah Hale.  Known more for her Young Adult Fiction, Anderson makes a wonderful and informative contribution to historical non-fiction through this innovative picture book.  This is, by far, the best historical children’s picture book I’ve read in a long time.  

Prepared by:

Michelle Martin

WAITING FOR WINGS
Written by: Lois Ehlert

Illustrated by: Lois Ehlert

Harcourt, 2001

36 pages

Summary/ Book Notes:

Simple text and bright pictures show how butterflies use flowers and identify several types of butterflies.

If you liked this book try:

Why Butterflies Go by on Silent Wings by: Marguerite w. Davol and Robert Roth

Butterflies by: Claude and Heliadore Delafosse

Growing Vegetable Soup by: Lois Ehlert

Nuts to You! by: Lois Ehlert

Planting a Rainbow by: Lois Ehlert

Snowballs by: Lois Ehlert

Feathers for Lunch by: Lois Ehlert

Curriculum Connections:

Science:


Butterflies


Life Cycles

Web Sites:

Butterflies and Bugs
Butterflies
All About Butterflies
Lois Ehlert Teacher Resource File
Booktalk:


Have you ever wondered about all the pretty butterflies you see in the spring? Where do they come from?  Why do they stay around flowers?  How are they born? What do they eat - and how? Lois Ehlert provides clear answers to these and other questions as she follows the life cycle of four common butterflies, from their beginnings as tiny hidden eggs and hungry caterpillars to their transformation into full-grown butterflies.  Complete with butterfly and flower facts and identification tips, as well as a guide to planting a butterfly garden, this butterfly book is like no other.

Prepared  by:  Jana Wood



WHAT DO YOU DO WITH A TAIL LIKE THIS?

Written by: Steve Jenkins and Robin Page

Illustrated by: Steve Jenkins and Robin Page

Houghton Mifflin, 2003

32 pages 

Summary/ Book Notes:

Looks at the ways in which different animals use their ears, eyes, mouths, noses, feet, and tails.

If you liked this book try:

Slap, Squeak and Scatter: How Animals Communicate by: Steve Jenkins

Animals in Flight by: Steve Jenkins

What Do You Do When Something Wants to Eat You? By: Steve Jenkins

Actual Size by: Steve Jenkins

Animals in Flight by: Robin Page

Curriculum Connections:

Science: Animals - senses

             Animals – physiology

Web Sites: 

Animal Diversity Web
National Geographic for Kids: Creature Features
Wild Animal Fact Sheets
Booktalk: 

A nose for digging? Ears for seeing? Eyes that squirt blood? If you think you already know how animals use their noses, eyes, feet, ears and tails, then you’re in for a big surprise when you read this book. You’ll learn how crickets hear with ears on their knees, how chameleons look two ways at once, how water striders walk on water and more! 

Prepared by:

Jenny Dillworth

